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The effectiveness of a community-based participation program to
improve social interaction and quality of life in children with Cerebral
Palsy

Abstract

The current research aimed to improve social interaction and quality of life for
children with Cerebral Palsy, through a program based on a program based on
community participation, and to identify the extent of the continuity of the
effectiveness of the program after the end of the application through follow-up
evaluation. To achieve this goal, the research sample consisted of (10) Children with
simple cerebral palsy, whose ages ranged between (4-6) years. The experimental group
was homogeneous in variables (age - intelligence - social interaction - quality of life),
and the researcher used the following tools, John Raven’s Colored Progressive
Matrices Test (Translated by: Imad Ahmed Hassan Ali, 2016), the Social Interaction
Scale for children with Cerebral Palsy directed to teachers and mothers (prepared by
the researcher), the Illustrated Social Interaction Scale for children with Cerebral Palsy
(prepared by the researcher), and the Quality of Life Scale for children with Cerebral
Palsy directed to teachers and mothers (prepared by the researcher ), the illustrated
quality of life scale for children with Cerebral Palsy (prepared by the researcher), and
the program based on community participation (prepared by the researcher). The
results resulted in the presence of statistically significant differences between the
average ranks of the scores of individuals (the experimental group) in the pre- and
post-measurements on the social interaction scale for children with Cerebral Palsy
directed to teachers and mothers and on the pictorial social interaction scale for
children with Cerebral Palsy in favor of the post-measurement, there are statistically
significant differences between the average ranks of the scores of individuals (the
experimental group) in the pre- and post-measurements on the quality-of-life scale for
children with Cerebral Palsy directed to teachers and mothers, and on the quality of
life scale. The Illustrated Life of children with Cerebral Palsy is in favor of the post-
measurement, and there are no statistically significant differences between the average
ranks of the children’s scores (the experimental group) in the post- and follow-up
measurements (one month after the end of implementing the program) on each of the
social interaction scales for children with Cerebral Palsy directed to teachers and
mothers. The Illustrated Social Interaction Scale for children with Cerebral Palsy, the
Quality-of-Life Scale for children with Cerebral Palsy directed to teachers and
mothers, and the Illustrated Quality of Life Scale for Children with Cerebral Palsy.

key words:

Social interaction - quality of life - Cerebral Palsy - community participation.
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